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COMPARATIVE PATHOBIOLOGY OF MAJOR AGE-RELATED DISEASES: CURRENT STATUS
AND RESEARCH FRONTIERS. Edited by Dante G. Scarpelli and George Migaki. New
York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1984. 441 pp. $60.00.
There has been an increasing percentage of older individuals in our society over
the past decade, and today one out ofevery tenAmericans is 65 years or older. Con-
sequently, the medical management ofthe aged has been assuming increasing impor-
tance, and has led to intensified research on diseases of the elderly. Major inroads
have been made in our understanding of some of these chronic and progressive
diseases such as atherosclerosis, hypertension, diabetes, and Alzheimer's disease.
Leading scientists working in the area of diseases of the elderly participated in a
symposium at the National Institutes of Health in April 1983. The proceedings of
that symposium are presented in this volume, which is the fourth in a series dealing
with various aspects of aging. Although this is a compilation of many excellent ar-
ticles, the book lacks continuity, perhaps because it constitutes the proceedings of a
symposium.
This volume, dealing with the comparative pathobiology ofseveral major diseases
of the aged, consists of three parts. Part One, entitled "Basic Aspects of Aging,"
discusses our present understanding of the concepts underlying the aging process.
Part Two, "The Mesenchyme and Aging," encompasses treatises on various bone
diseases and on atherosclerosis encountered in the aged. Part Three, "The Aging
Brain," deals predominantly with Alzheimer's disease. Throughout this symposium,
emphasis is on the development of animal models for the different disease entities.
In many cases appropriate animal models were not found. In the few instances
where animal models appear to be adequate, definite progress has been made in
understanding the etiology and pathophysiology, and in the prevention and treat-
ment of the disease.
Most of the papers are comprehensive reviews of current concepts, although the
utility and quality of different articles vary. Overall, this volume is an excellent
synopsis of our current understanding of aging-related diseases, and should be
useful to students, practitioners, and researchers in gerontology.
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RECEPTOR BIOCHEMISTRY AND METHODOLOGY. VOLUME 1: MEMBRANES,
DETERGENTS, AND RECEPTOR SOLUBILIZATION. 225 pp. $46.00. VOLUME 2: RECEPTOR
PURIFICATION PROCEDURES. 171 pp. $34.00. VOLUME 3: MOLECULAR AND CHEMICAL
CHARACTERIZATION OF MEMBRANE RECEPTORS. 293 pp. $52.00. Edited by J. Craig
Venter and Len C. Harrison. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1984.
"Receptor Biochemistry and Methodology" is a new series on the structure of
receptors, their mechanism of action, and techniques of receptor and membrane
research. The first volumes are concerned with methodology.
Volume 1 contains two introductory chapters on basic membrane biochemistry,
followed by chapters on routine biochemical techniques employed in the study of
membrane-associated receptors. The book is geared to persons new to the field of
receptor research, and each chapter contains the necessary background information
to understand a procedure, as well as descriptions of biochemical methodology.
However, experienced researchers may also find useful ideas and suggestions. The